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FIVE VALLEYS FILM FESTIVAL PREMIERES SEPT. 17-20 
MISSOULA—
Film directors, script writers, producers, technicians and academics specializing in the 
art of cinema will convene in Missoula Thursday through Sunday, Sept. 17-20, for the first- 
ever Five Rivers Festival of Film.
Kicking off the festival Sept. 17 will be a daylong conference titled “Technology, Film 
Narratives and Film Aesthetics.” Hosted by The University of Montana, the free, public 
conference is scheduled from 8:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. and 1 to 5 p.m. in the Dell Brown 
Room, located in UM ’s Turner Hall.
The film component of the festival will begin at 7 p.m. Thursday at the Wilma Theatre 
with a premiere of “Hi L ife,” a 1998 American film written and directed by Roger Hedden. 
The festival will continue with four films on Friday and three each on Saturday and Sunday. 
Seven of those are American, and three are French. Admission for each film will be $5.
The festival is a town/gown venture aimed at paying tribute to the art and technique of 
cinema while “putting Missoula on the American cultural map,” according to foreign 
languages Associate Professor Michel Valentin. The festival also is designed to develop 
interest in film studies and teach people how to watch films critically, he said.
“People watch so much television and so many movies now,” he said. “The aim of a
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festival like this is to teach people to distance themselves from what they watch — to criticize, 
appreciate and evaluate film and TV images.”
Here is the schedule of films and conference sessions. First the films:
Thursday, Sept. 17 -  “Hi Life” (American, 1998), 7-9:30 p.m ., Wilma Theatre.
Friday, Sept 18. -  “Zambi Zanga” (French, 1998), 1-3 p.m.; “Something Within Me” 
(U.S. documentary, 1992), 3:30-5:30 p.m.; “The Fabulous Baker Boys” (U.S. feature, 1989), 
7-9:30 p.m.; “Living in Oblivion” (U.S. feature, 1995), 9:30 p.m.-midnight. All will be 
shown at the Wilma Theatre.
Saturday, Sept. 19 -  “Hearts and Minds” (U.S. documentary, 1974), 1-3 p.m.; 
“Heartland” (U.S. feature, 1980), 7-10 p.m.; “Hair” (U.S. feature, 1979), 10 p.m.-midnight. 
Wilma Theatre.
Sunday, Sept. 20 — “Ishi the Last Yahi” (U.S. documentary), 1-3 p.m ., Wilma 
Theatre; “On Va Nulle Part ... Et C ’est Tres Bien” (French), 3-5:30 p.m., Wilma Theatre; 
“Aime Cesaire, Le Masque Des Mots” (French), 6-7 p.m., New Crystal Theatre.
The Thursday conference schedule:
8:30-9:30 a.m . — “Technology and Film Aesthetics,” a panel featuring papers about 
the age of digital production, the technician as artist and the films “Blade Runner,” “Until the 
End of the World” and “Pillow Book.” Presenters are former UM geography faculty member 
Jamil Brownson, now at Fatih University in Istanbul; Gerard Desserre of the University of 
Versailles; and Rachel Bobrow of Northwestern University.
9:45-10:45 a.m . — “Virtual Reality,” a program of three presentations: “Virtually 
Dead,” “Monica Lewinsky: The Movie” and “Technological Perfection and Its Denial in 
‘Jurassic Park.’” Presenters are Robert Cagle of Notre Dame University, Steven Carr of 
Indiana and Purdue universities, and Marshall Deutelbaum of Purdue.
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11 a.m.-noon -  “Narrative and ‘Reality’: Reality? Hyper-reality? Self-made Reality? 
Or The Real?” The three presentations in this panel are “Virtual Reality and Hollywood,” 
“Confrontations of Self and Other in ‘The Legend of Rampo’” and “Nunsensical Narratives in 
‘I, the Worst of A ll’ by Maria Luisa Ben Berg.” Presenters are Lynn Purl, Matthew Strecher 
and Maria Bustos-Fernandez, all of UM.
1-2:30 p.m. — Keynote speakers panel. French filmmaker Liliane de Kermadec will 
present “Images of Women in Cinema.” Hilary Radner, associate professor of film, television 
and theater at Notre Dame University, will present “Cinema Technology and the Body of 
Woman: ‘Letter From an Unknown Woman’ and ‘Terminator 2 .’”
2:30-3:30 p.m . -  Keynote address. “Hustling Private Ryan,” by Tom Conley, a 
member of the Romance languages faculty at Harvard University.
3:30-5:30 p.m. ~  “Technologies of the Real,” a panel of six presentations, including 
“Witness to Execution: Ceaucescu’s Assassination on Video” and “Postmodern Cinema as the 
Technology of Desire.” Other topics include technological contradiction in recent Hollywood 
action-adventure films, digital imaging and film narrative, and home movies. Presenters are 
Walter Metz of Montana State University, Lisa Parks of the University of California-Santa 
Barbara, Michael Kackman of the University of Wisconsin-Madison, William Stearns of 
Prescott College, Michel Valentin of UM and Biodun Iginia, a freelance writer from New 
York.
Conference sponsors include the UM Film Committee, the Missoula Chapter of the 
Alliance Francaise, French Honorary Consul Sue Talbot and various UM offices, schools, 
colleges and departments. Film sponsors include the Mountain Film Commission, Clark Fork 
Realty, Hobnob Cafe, and Splash, Kitchen and Bath.
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